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On asummer night in 2016, a Clearwater man was shot 17 times. His killer wants to explain why it happened. Perspective 
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DIRK SHADD | Times 
Charter captain Cecil Davis, 59, reviews safety with passengers aboard the Fantasea of Dolphin Landings Charter Boat Center. 
Dan Peretz, who owns the business, is critical of boat owners who break the law. “It’s a black eye on the whole industry.” 


MURKY WATERS 


Not all charter boats are legal or safe, 
and not knowing how to tell could be deadly. 


Times Stal Writer TERMS YOU NEED TO KNOW 
BEFORE CHARTERING A BOAT 


BARE BOAT CHARTER: As the charterer you are considered the 
owner of the vessel for an agreed upon period of time. You select 
a crew and have to pay that crew directly as the charterer. You 
provide all fuel, food and operating costs. You also need to obtain 
insurance for carrying passengers. You take on all liability. You are 
not allowed to bring more than 12 passengers on board with you. 


aptain Dan Peretz noticed the same charter 
boats overloaded with passengers again and 
again. He thought, “This is how people die? 

So he sent emails to the Coast Guard, sharing 
his concerns, naming specific boats, including 
the Jaguar. 

The first one obtained by the Tampa Bay Times is dated 
August 2014. There’s another from April 2016, and on 
Jan. 30, 2017, Peretz also sent social media screen grabs of 


the Jaguar, with more people on board than federal law UNINSPECTED PASSENGER VESSEL: You are going on a boat with 

allows. The Coast Guard would email back, thank him and a licensed captain, but the vessel has never been inspected by the 

say they were educating the offenders. Coast Guard. At least one of the passengers is paying as a “passenger 
Peretz wrote a formal letter on March 2. He complained for hire.” The boat can likely only carry six people. This is the most com- 

again about the same boats and said that someone could mon type of charter when going on a fishing charter. 

be hurt. 


About two weeks later, a group of college students 
boarded the Jaguar, a yacht they found online. One stu- 
dent didn’t make it back to shore alive, nor did the charter 
boat employee who jumped in the water to save him. 


PASSENGER FOR HIRE: You're paying to be onboard a boat, which 
makes it so certain laws have to be followed that help protect you. 


“Tt’s a tragedy,” said Peretz, who owns Dolphin Land- INSPECTED PASSENGER VESSEL: Your captain is manning a boat 
ings Charter Boat Center, “and it’s a black eye on the whole that is allowed to take on more than six people. The boat has a cer- 
industry.’ tificate of inspection that shows when the Coast Guard last looked at 

the boat. You are a passenger for hire and are not taking on any added 
» See CHARTERS, 15A liability because you are not in charge of the vessel. 


+A Go aboard a properly inspected vessel 
As the Fantasea sets sail, Captain Dan Peretz and his crew explain what goes into a Coast Guard certifcation. video.tampabay.com 


Life is louder when you live atop the Ritz 


Lori Rosso’s journey brought her to Ybor, 
where sleep is fitful as the party passes by. 


BY LISA GARTNER 
Times Staff Writer 

YBOR CITY — The bouncer was already at the door, checking 
IDs, when Lori Rosso came home from work on a recent Friday. 
The sidewalk outside her building is usually lined with cross- 
legged adolescents waiting for a show to start at the Ritz Ybor; 
Lori lives above the club, on the party strip of Tampa Bay. As she 
opens a special door for residents to the left of the bouncer, the 
teens point, whisper. Lori thinks they must think she’s cool, this 
51-year-old woman with a key to the Ritz. 

She thinks, they must wonder who she is. 

But the sidewalk is mostly empty now, just before 8 p.m., and 
Lori figures it will be a quiet night in Ybor City. This is to say, it 
will be loud. 

It’s 30 steps to the top. She sits down, pours a glass of char- 
donnay, holds it as she watches whatever’s on the television 

LISA GARTNER | Times before Dateline. She lights candles she leaves burning on stra- 
On loud nights Lori Rosso’s whole apartment above the Ritz Ybor shakes. She tegic surfaces. 
keeps an odd sleep schedule, taking time to watch the nightlife below. » See THE RITZ,10A 


20 years on, 
faint hope 
for Sabrina 


The Aisenbergs try to move on 
from the disappearance of their 
baby and the accusations hurled 
at them. Even now, tips filter in. 


BY DAN SULLIVAN 
Times Staff Writer 

TAMPA — The latest tip came through Face- 
book. A young woman wrote to Marlene Aisen- 
berg that she could find no records or photos 
to document 
the first five 
months of her 
own life. 

She knew 
about the 
Aisenbergs’ 
daughter, who 
vanished from we J 
a Valrico home fi rae a 
20 years ago : Ve me Pa 
this week. em 

Could the 2 NE # AR 
woman be Times (1997) 
baby Sabrina? Sabrina Aisenberg, shown 
She wondered. in a family photograph, was 

In photo- reported missing from her 
graphs, Steve crib Nov. 24, 1997, in Valrico. 
and Marlene 
Aisenberg couldn’t discount a resemblance to 
their other two children, now in their 20s. It was 
enough for the woman to arrange for her DNA 
to be tested in a private lab, Steve Aisenberg said 
recently. 

“Until we have more information, were cau- 
tiously optimistic,” he said. 

But as they await word, Aisenberg said the 
couple tempers their hopes. 

It is, after all, one more tip in a long list of 
leads. There are people who call and say they 
know someone who resembles Sabrina. There 
was the one about an unidentified girl in Ilinois, 
excluded by genetic testing. 

And there are those who still think the Aisen- 
bergs themselves hold the answers to what hap- 
pened, despite the spectacular collapse of a fed- 
eral case that was brought against them years 
ago. 

It was the theory local investigators and pros- 
ecutors held for years. Their suspicions culmi- 
nated in a federal judge’s rebuke for a bad faith 
prosecution. 

Along the way, the Aisenbergs were propelled 
into the national spotlight, and their daugh- 
ter’s saga was forever etched into the history of 
Tampa Bay. 

But they don’t dwell on the accusations. 

“We can’t change the past,” Steve Aisenberg 
said. “All we can do is try to affect the future.” 

» See SABRINA, 9A 


IN SPORTS 
FSU earns bragging rights 


The Seminoles’ 38-22 win over the Gators is their 
fifth consecutive victory in the rivalry. 4C 


IN LOCAL 
Trying to keep 9 kids together 


It takes just hours for the Children’s Home 
Network to spring into action for a family. 1B 


IN BUSINESS 
Time to update master plan 


St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport looks 
ahead in its fifth year of double-digit growth. 1D 


IN LATITUDES 
How a classic was born 


Les Standiford’s book about Charles Dickens’ 
struggle with A Christmas Carol is now a movie. 1L 


TODAY’S WEATHER INDEX 


Mostly sunny Arts 2-31 
Astrology 10F 


a i [a C Books 2-3L 


8a.m. Noon 4p.m. 8p.m. Business 1D 
58° 72° 74° 65° Classified F 
0% chance of rain Crossword 5P, F 
More, back page of Sports Editorials 2P 
Vol. 134 No. 125 Letters 2P 
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